
April 13, 2020 

Dear President Wiewel and Administration, 

 My name is Nadeen Ezzeddine and I am a first year PMHC-A student in the Graduate 

School of Education and Counseling. 

 I was initially writing to you in regard to the recent increase of graduate student tuition 

and fees that is currently scheduled to go into effect this Summer 2020. While President 

Wiewel’s frequent emails to students have been optimistic and calming during these strange 

times where the news is mostly anxiety-inducing, Lewis and Clark students feel as though the 

College could be doing more to support its students. Our President Wiewel’s letter on April 9th, 

2020 states that if we are struggling, to reach out. This is us reaching out.  

Lewis and Clark recently made the decision to raise the tuition for graduate students, 

from $947 per credit to $975 per credit. This tuition increase is being made during the 

unprecedented circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic. Under the best of circumstances, a 

tuition increase would be unpopular but given the current situation, it is defeating news, one 

more unexpected challenge to have to overcome while already scrambling to stay adjust and stay 

afloat.  Adding to the pain, we were not notified of this increase. Instead, we have been 

constantly notified of how many COVID-19 cases there have and have not been, which is 

information that we are grateful is being communicated. We have also been notified that most 

students on all three Lewis and Clark campuses have shown “great resiliency” and are doing 

surprisingly “well” during this pandemic. Does increasing the tuition during these tough times 

also show our resiliency? Does expecting us to move to fully online delivery of classes without 

preparation show how “well” we are doing? After being in touch with many other Lewis and 

Clark students across all campuses – the Graduate School of Education and Counseling, the 



Lewis and Clark Law School, and the College of Arts and Sciences– it has become clear that 

graduate students are not the only ones upset about the recent tuition increase, but students across 

all campuses are feeling uncomfortable and struggling. 

On April 8th, 2020 we were informed that Lewis and Clark established a Coronavirus 

Emergency Response Fund for students in need but were also informed that this fund “is limited 

and likely won’t be able to assist all in need.” We are all in need. While Lewis and Clark say 

they cannot assist all students in need through this Fund, Lewis and Clark can help all students in 

need by not only preventing this tuition increase but also through a partial tuition 

remission for Summer semester classes and beyond, should the fully remote learning still 

be in place.  

It is also important to note that for students in the Counseling programs, CACREP-

accredited online MA programs at private intuitions generally charge less per credit than Lewis 

and Clark. Now that Lewis and Clark has transitioned to online delivery of classes, it would be a 

reasonable and generous response for Lewis and Clark to offer comparable pricing per credit to 

these other institutions, so long as the COVID-19 pandemic and online delivery of classes 

continues. 

It is informative, during these bizarre times, to look around at how other higher learning 

institutions are reacting to the challenges we are all facing. On April 9th, 2020, Portland State 

University’s Board of Trustees voted unanimously to reduce or refund multiple types of student 

fees. The University of Oregon also recently alleviated the payment deadline for their quarter’s 

tuition and extended it until June, even though their quarter already started. Even local Oregon 

universities have begun working to provide assistance programs that benefit all students, as 

compared to Lewis and Clark that has thus far only informed us that some students may get 



assistance. We ask that you look to these Oregon schools as an example of what Lewis and Clark 

can do for its students. 

 While the steps taken thus far by the Lewis and Clark administration have been in 

response to the health concerns raised by the pandemic, those albeit necessary steps have 

deprived us of much. We have lost out on countless campus resources, we have lost out on 

person to person contact with our peers; we have lost out on communication with our professors 

and faculty; we have lost out on building relationships with our community; and we probably 

will continue to lose out on significantly more in the upcoming semesters as well. While we 

understand and appreciate that the limitations arising from the pandemic are beyond the control 

of the Lewis and Clark administration, the College could certainly be doing more to alleviate the 

hardships being imposed. No one expected this pandemic to hurt us in the many ways that it has, 

and no one certainly expected to pay even more than before for tuition and online classes. We 

also lost out on the money spent on parking passes, the remainder of which Lewis and Clark has 

refused to reimburse countless times to students who have requested it and have even outright 

ignored students’ simplest requests. Even the smallest amount of money for expenses such as 

these has been denied to us, amounts of money that could also alleviate many of our troubles. 

 We ask you to consider how the decisions of this historic institution, which we are all 

proud to attend, affect the majority of students who have lost their jobs, who will not be able to 

afford their rent, who are grappling with not being able to eat, and who are struggling to support 

both their families and continue successfully with classes. Lewis and Clark should also consider 

how first-generation students, many of whom are people of color, are affected by this pandemic 

as many first-generation students also play a dual role in supporting their families financially on 

top of being students. Not helping students through a partial tuition remission or tuition reduction 



feels as if the College is choosing to completely ignore the hardships that these students are 

facing. It is also a direct contradiction to the social justice values that Lewis and Clark routinely 

espouses to have. Consider how a partial remission of tuition for Lewis and Clark students would 

alleviate the ongoing hardships of this pandemic for your students.  

 It also seems quite clear that Lewis and Clark has the resources to support its students 

during this time. The Office of Business and Finance at Lewis and Clark states that Lewis and 

Clark’s endowment is valued at more than $238 million which is aimed at “[playing] a vital role 

in supporting the college’s educational mission.” Clearly, supporting students during this time of 

crisis plays a direct role in the College’s educational mission. And if it is not, it should be. The 

lowering of college tuition is especially important during this time as the nation’s economy and 

market downturn has caused major industries to close, leaving so many unexpectedly without an 

income and without jobs. During this unfortunate time, paying for colleges and universities is a 

luxury that many cannot afford. It only makes sense that when the economy is in decline, that the 

cost of many things, such as college tuition, be lowered to match the ongoing events. Without 

this taken into consideration, fewer students will be able to afford Lewis and Clark, let alone 

attend the university, which also affects the university’s endowment.  

 Our President Wiewel’s April 9th letter stated that implementing a Health Science minor 

was being discussed in an effort to attract more students to enroll at Lewis and Clark, seeing as 

this pandemic will surely decrease the university’s enrollment in upcoming terms. It seems more 

likely that a higher tuition rate during the COVID-19 pandemic may prove to be prohibitive for 

new applicants. It is important that the College thinks also about what it can do to support 

students already attending Lewis and Clark. 



 Although this untimely tuition increase may have been one scheduled and is a normally 

routine matter for this time of year, no one anticipated that COVID-19 would strike this hard. 

Because of this, this tuition increase should have never gone into effect. Instead, efforts to lower 

the tuition should be being rigorously pursued to help us all during this crisis. The timing of this 

tuition increase feels insensitive to the struggles that many students are already facing as the 

pandemic continues to attack people and our economy. 

 I write this letter, with my fellow peers and Lewis and Clark alumni, to all members of 

the administration across Lewis and Clark College collectively and demand we be taken 

seriously, and that a minimum that no tuition increase occurs and that even more appropriately 

that a partial tuition remission or tuition reduction be granted for all Lewis and Clark students 

across all campuses. This is a crisis and the burden of it should be shared by all of us sacrificing 

a little.  We students have lost much in the format of accessing education. We should not have to 

pay more, while enduring an event that negatively affects us all. With all respect, we demand 

that our concerns are heard and addressed. We do not pretend to have all of the information or 

answers. We also believe that perhaps the College is somehow unaware of how deeply impacted 

we are, and how demoralizing the tuition increase truly is. We all chose to attend Lewis and 

Clark for a reason, are all proud Lewis and Clark students, and we expect nothing less than to be 

treated with respect and as an integral part of Lewis and Clark.  This is a time for all of us, on all 

levels, to come together, working creatively to minimize the far-reaching devastation of this 

pandemic. Please feel free to contact me to discuss any questions or concerns. Thank you for 

your time. We look forward to you for your leadership, experience and dedication, to help us in 

building a better solution and future together. 

 



Sincerely, 

Students of the Graduate School of  
Education & Counseling 

 
PMHC-A 

Nadeen Ezzeddine – nadeenezzeddine@lclark.edu 
Justin Artoff 

Kiandra Cole 
Angelica Crimmins 

Ka’ Rita Eddings 
Catie Kelly Griesdorn 

Kelsey Huber 
Savira Kambhu 

Anya Ludwig 
Megan Martin 

Tessa Mattfield 
Ian McHugh 
Tiran Sahar 

Katherine Schule 
Rachel Sliger 
Shelby Spade 

Kaitlyn Taylor 
Grace Tichelaar 

Rosemarie E. Trevino 
PMHC 

Teeshawna Amor-Mashino 
Jennie Freimoeller 

Jackie Hamm 
Tristan Hediger 
Charlotte Hurst 
Claire Johnson 

Julie Kelly 
Arya Lau 

Erica Moreno 
Laken Nelson 

Lauren Radakovich 
Laura Reed 

Caroline Reigeluth 
Claire Tam 

MCFT 
David Adams 
Baylee Beutel 
Joshua Bolle 
Vickey Chia 

Johnny Correa-Lowrance 



Madeline Dailey 
Jessica Fox 

Tierney Hodge 
Kendra Hollingsworth 

Sophia Jarvis 
Elizabeth Keenan 

Kathleen Koszewski 
Monica Maragos 

Gita Sterling 
Jackie Turner 

Veronica Valdez 
 

Students of Lewis and Clark Law School 
 

Anneke Banda 
Olivia Buscho 

Kyla Dayton 
Adrienne Del Monte 

Miranda Eisen 
Alexis Fisher 
Emily Grams 

Diego Gutierrez 
Kacey Hovden 
Conor Lamkin 
Karina Leach 

Isabella (Lucy) Lefkowitz 
Kathryn Skylar Losik 

Karla E. Marquez 
Ian McCurley 

Connor McDermott 
Josie Moberg 

Benjamin Nach 
Haley Nicholson 

Mika Obrecht 
Amber Pritchard 

Trisha Sharma 
Shelby Vaver 

 
Students of College of Arts and Sciences 

 
Pamela Nassar Altabcharani 

Denzel Baker 
Aneliese Baker 

Rachel Baril 
Morgan Bashore 

Mica Borrero 



Julia Broderick 
Nicholas Caballero 
Ramonne Canales 

Lillian Clarke 
Yajaira Cobian 

Katie Coyne 
Wyatt DeShong 

Caroline Drew 
Lena Essak 

Daelon Floyd 
Isabel Forbes 

Madeline Gallagher 
Bryce Gaudern 
Sam Gilbertson 

Lucas Glass 
Elana Goff 

Sanaa Green 
Abby Guild 

Quinn Gustin 
Samson Herman 

Nathanael Hill 
James Hodge-Green 

JahAsia Jacobs 
Kendal Jacobson 

Jacob Allan Jones 
Diego Kagle 

Avia Kaner-Roth 
Lauren Kramer 

Tadao Kumasaka 
Misha Kurita-Ditz 

Georgia Langer 
Quincee Lark 

Jesse Lawrence-Weilmann 
Chloe LeBoeuf 

Darian Levey 
Sydney Levine 

Nicole Lewis 
Ruth Liebendorfer 
Amelia Madarang 

Tuse Mahenya 
Hannah Martin 

Nathaniel Martinez 
Harper McCallie 

Cate McGlynn-Mandel 
Eva Myers 

Katelyn Nicholson 



Christopher Olson 
Luca Pelo 

Charlotte Powers 
Sophie Richards 
Julia Salomone 

Kamila Samman 
Keiko Shieber 
Olivia Shiller 

Lauren Simms 
David Smith 

Caroline Spence 
Mal Spicer 

Summer Steinwand 
Grant Stewart 
Ana Sundvall 
Henry Sutter 

Alaryx Reid Tenzer 
Kaes Vanderspek 

Emma Wagner 
Olivia Weiss 

Grace Wenzel 
Macey White 

Haley Wildhirt 
Charlie Wohlforth 

 
Alumni of College of Arts and Sciences 

 
Reed Bunnell 
Richie Lenne 

Henry Loeb 
Carla McHattie 

Amanda Phillips 
Heather Spurling 

Emily Thomas 
 
 
 


